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Report on proposals approved, approved with conditions, withdrawn or varied under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) for Australia’s World Heritage properties 

For the period 1 March to 31 May 2025, one proposed action was approved with conditions, six proposed actions were accepted, two proposed actions were withdrawn, and a proposed action was completed. 
Approved with Conditions
World Heritage Property: 	Australian Convict Sites - Kingston and Arthurs Vale Historic Area	
EPBC Number:	 2021/9124	
Title: 	 Kingston Pier Channel Construction Project		
Category: 	 Commonwealth		

The proposed action is to augment the existing channel bed in the harbour adjacent to Kingston Pier, Norfolk Island, to increase its depth and width, to improve vessel access and safety and ensure that it meets required navigation standards and guidelines.
On 4 April 2022, the Department determined the proposed action to be a Controlled Action to be assessed under the EPBC Act, due to the potential impacts on nationally protected matters. The land at Kingston Pier is located within the Kingston and Arthur’s Vale Historic Area (KAVHA), one of the properties within the Australian Convict Sites. The proposed action will likely have a significant impact on the KAVHA without acceptable mitigation on the underwater cultural archaeological resource of the World Heritage property.  
The Department approved the proposed action with imposed conditions on 7 April 2025 to avoid and minimise impacts on World Heritage values and National Heritage values. 
Further details about these conditions are available at: https://epbcpublicportal.environment.gov.au/all-referrals/project-referral-summary/?id=684fd0ae-975e-ec11-80cf-00505684c137 








Accepted
World Heritage Property: 	Tasmanian Wilderness; Budj Bim Cultural Landscape		
NOPSEMA Number: 	No reference allocated at time of reporting	
Title: 	Otway Offshore Gas Victoria Project	
Category: 	Offshore Oil and Gas	

On 17 April 2025, the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA) provided regulatory approval on the Otway Offshore Gas Victoria Project by Beach Energy (Operations) Limited. The Project is located approximately 17 kilometres south of the Victorian mainland and 80 kilometres north-west of Tasmania (King Island) at its closest points. 
The proposed action is to develop gas reserves and future resources adjacent to existing permits and infrastructure in the Otway Basin. The stages of the project will include an initial drilling campaign operated by a semi-submersible Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit. Successful wells will be tied back to existing Otway Gas Production Pipeline and/or Thylacine A platform via installation of new subsea flowlines and facilities. Recovered gas will be transported through the platform to the onshore Otway Gas Plant located onshore near Port Campbell, Victoria, for use within Australia. These offshore activities are projected to end in 2050.
The short-finned eel (Anguilla australis), which holds a cultural significance to First Nations people in Budj Bim Cultural Landscape World Heritage Area, may be affected by the proposed action. Budj Bim Cultural Landscape, listed as the world’s most extensive and oldest aquaculture systems, is located outside of the planning area of the proposed action.  
It was anticipated to have possible impacts on Tasmania Wilderness World Heritage property area, but further scrutiny has determined the property is outside the planning area of the project proposal. 
[bookmark: _Hlk206506007]The decision notice is available at: https://info.nopsema.gov.au/offshore_projects/50/show_public 	

World Heritage Property:	Ningaloo Coast		
NOPSEMA Number:	7977	
Title: 	Reindeer Wellhead Platform and Gas Supply Pipeline Operations and Cessation of Production
Category: 	Offshore Oil and Gas	

On 8 May 2025, NOPSEMA provided regulatory approval of a proposed revision of the Environment Plan for the Reindeer Wellhead Platform and Gas Supply Pipeline Project Operations and Cessation of Production. The Reindeer field is located approximately 80 kilometres northwest of Dampier, Western Australia. 
The Reindeer field is approaching the end of its economically viable production life and is expected to cease production in 2025. The Environment Plan has been updated to include cessation of production and preservation activities. 
Cessation activities are expected to take 30 days and is subject to change due to project schedule requirements, vessel availability and weather. 
The operational area of the proposed action is approximately 238 kilometres north-east of the Ningaloo Coast World Heritage Area. 
The decision notice is available at: https://info.nopsema.gov.au/environment_plans/687/show_public  

World Heritage Property: 	Tasmanian Wilderness	
NOPSEMA Number: 	7618	
Title: 	Otway Exploration Drilling Program
Category: 	Offshore Oil and Gas	

On 28 February 2025, NOPSEMA provided regulatory approval for ConocoPhillips Australia SH1 Pty Ltd to undertake exploration activities in Commonwealth waters of the Otway Basin, 20 kilometres offshore of Victoria and 33 kilometres offshore of King Island, Tasmania. 
The Otway Exploration Drilling Program involves seabed surveys at up to a maximum of nine locations and drilling up to a maximum of six exploration wells in water depths ranging from 53 to 200 metres. The proposed action is scheduled to be completed no later than 31 December 2028. 
The Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area intersects the Environment that May Be Affected of the proposed action along its coastal extent of 755 kilometres in the south-southwest of Tasmania. 
The decision notice is available at: https://info.nopsema.gov.au/environment_plans/648/show_public. 

World Heritage Property: 	Kakadu National Park
NOPSEMA Number:	7943	
Title:	Barossa Production Operations
Category: 	Offshore Oil and Gas	

On 22 April 2025, NOPSEMA provided regulatory approval for Santos NA Barossa Pty Ltd to undertake gas production and export activities, located in Commonwealth waters, approximately 285 kilometres north-northwest of Darwin, Northern Territory.
The proposed action includes gas and condensate production from six subsea wells, processing at a floating production, storage, and offloading facility, condensate export via tankers and transport of natural gas via gas export pipeline to the Darwin Liquefied Natural Gas facility.
Following start-up and ramp-up to full production, steady state production is planned to commence in the third quarter of 2025 and will be continuous for approximately 25 years.
The Kakadu National Park World Heritage Area is located 200 kilometres east of the operating area of the proposed action and 800 metres away from the Environment that May Be Affected.    
The decision notice is available at: https://info.nopsema.gov.au/activities/552/show_public. 

World Heritage Property: 	Tasmanian Wilderness	
NOPSEMA Number: 	7969	
Title: 	Athena Supply Project
Category: 	Offshore Oil and Gas	

On 8 May 2025, NOPSEMA provided regulatory approval for Cooper Energy (CH) Pty. Ltd to undertake an exploration drilling program in Commonwealth waters, in the Otway Basin off Victoria’s southwest coast. 
The exploration program consists of seabed surveys (not including seismic surveys), construction of 3 wells, suspension of 3 wells, and plug and abandonment of one well, with a 3.5-kilometre radius around each well site. Wells will be drilled in Cooper Energy’s existing licence areas in water depths ranging from 65 to 74 metres. 
Each drilling operation will take up to 60 days and activities are planned to commence no earlier than 1 January 2025 and be completed no later than 31 December 2029.  
The Tasmanian Wilderness is within the monitoring area for the proposed action but is not anticipated to be impacted. 
The decision notice is available at: https://info.nopsema.gov.au/activities/553/show_public. 
World Heritage Property: 	Lord Howe Island Group
NOPSEMA Number: 	8174	
Title: 	Jack-Up Turrum Phase 3 Drilling
Category: 	Offshore Oil and Gas	

On 19 May 2025, NOPSEMA provided regulatory approval for Esso Australia Resources Pty Ltd to undertake Turrum Phase 3 production drilling activities 42 kilometres from the Gippsland coastline, Victoria, in Bass Strait.
This will involve drilling up to five additional wells on the existing Marlin B platform. The drilling and completion activity will be undertaken using a jack-up rig. The completed wells will be connected to the existing hydrocarbon production processing equipment located on the Marlin B platform.
The earliest date of commencement of Turrum Phase 3 production drilling activities is expected to be third quarter 2025 and will take approximately 300 days to complete.
Lord Howe Island Group World Heritage Area is within the Environment that May Be Affected of the proposed action. 
The decision notice is available at: https://info.nopsema.gov.au/activities/557/show_public. 
Withdrawn 
World Heritage Property: 	Tasmanian Wilderness	 	
EPBC Number:  	2023/09613	 
Title: 	Cethana Pumped Hydro Energy Storage Project	 
Category: 	Energy Generation and Supply (renewable)	 

This proposal to construct Cethana Pumped Hydro Energy Storage facility in northwest Tasmania was withdrawn on 22 April 2025. 
Details are available at: https://epbcpublicportal.environment.gov.au/all-referrals/project-referral-summary/?id=30fb70ec-0630-ee11-bdf4-000d3a794f17. 


World Heritage Property: 	Tasmanian Wilderness	 	
EPBC Number: 	2023/09482	 
Title: 	Tarraleah Redevelopment Project	 
Category: 	Energy Generation and Supply (renewable)	 

This proposal to increase the capacity and efficiency of the Tarraleah hydropower scheme in Tasmania was withdrawn on 22 April 2025. 
Details are available at: https://epbcpublicportal.environment.gov.au/all-referrals/project-referral-summary/?id=10821a07-81b8-ed11-b596-000d3ae0929c.

Completed

World Heritage Property: 	Willandra Lakes Region		
EPBC Number: 	2021/8951	
Title: 	Willandra Ancestral Remains Reburial 2021	
Category: 	Science and Research

A proposed action for reburying ancestral remains was referred to the Department by the Willandra Lakes Region World Heritage Aboriginal Advisory Group (AAG) in 2021. The proposed action was the direct wishes of the First Nations people of the Willandra Lakes Region, the Barkandji/Paakantji, Ngiyampaa and Mutthi Mutthi peoples. The Department used a rigorous process to assess the reburial of 108 ancestral remains in Willandra Lakes Region World Heritage Area in accordance with the EPBC Act. This included consultation with the AAG consistent with the UNESCO Policy on Engaging with Indigenous Peoples 2018. Assessment and approval of the reburials was completed in 2022 and the reburials were completed on 13 March 2025.
More information on the completed action is available at https://epbcpublicportal.environment.gov.au/all-referrals/project-referral-summary/?id=ff636c60-e4b2-eb11-80c7-00505684c563. 
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