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		Attachment B

Report on proposals approved, approved with conditions, withdrawn or varied under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) for Australia’s World Heritage properties 
For the period 1 March and 31 May 2024, one proposed action was accepted, one was approved with conditions, one was withdrawn, and one has been determined not to be a Controlled Action. 
The Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (the Department) also became aware of three proposed actions that were accepted during the period 1 December 2023 and 29 February 2024. 
Accepted

World Heritage Property: 	Ningaloo Coast	 
NOPSEMA Number: 	6780	
Title: 	Scarborough 4D B1 Marine Seismic Survey
Category: 	Offshore Oil and Gas	

On 1 December 2023, NOPSEMA gave regulatory approval for Woodside Energy Scarborough Pty Ltd to conduct a four-dimensional baseline marine seismic survey over the Scarborough, North Scarborough and Jupiter gas fields located 245 kilometres northwest of Onslow, Western Australia. 
The objective of the proposed action is to acquire a new seismic survey, as part of an appraisal program for reservoir management. The proposed action will provide an uplift in seismic imaging for the Scarborough field from the 2004 vintage seismic data, and ultimately will be used as the baseline for time lapse data in the event of acquisition of future monitoring seismic surveys.
The proposed action is approximately 167 kilometres north northwest of the Ningaloo Coast World Heritage property.
The decision notice is available at: https://info.nopsema.gov.au/environment_plans/559/show_public 

World Heritage Property: 	Ningaloo Coast	 
NOPSEMA Number: 	6981	
Title: 	Stybarrow Decommissioning and Field Management	
Category: 	Offshore Oil and Gas	

On 8 January 2024, NOPSEMA granted regulatory approval for the removal of equipment from the Stybarrow field as part of final decommissioning activities in Production Licence WA-32-L. The proposed action will include the permanent plugging of 10 wells and the removal of associated subsea infrastructure. 
The subsea infrastructure removal activities are expected to be conducted over a cumulative period of around six months, with activities required to be completed no later than 31 March 2025 (as required by General Direction 833).
The proposed action is located approximately 56 kilometres northwest of Exmouth, Western Australia and is approximately 24 kilometres north of the Ningaloo Coast World Heritage property.
The decision notice is available at: https://info.nopsema.gov.au/environment_plans/585/show_public 
World Heritage Property: 	Ningaloo Coast / Shark Bay	 
NOPSEMA Number: 	7151	
Title: 	Mutineer Exeter Plug and Abandonment	
Category: 	Offshore Oil and Gas	

On 12 February 2024, NOPSEMA gave regulatory approval for the decommissioning of 12 wells in the Mutineer, Exeter, Fletcher and Finucane fields within permits WA-52-L, WA‑26-L and WA-27-L, located approximately 160 kilometres north of Dampier, Western Australia. The proposed action will focus on plugging the remaining wells followed by severing and recovery of well infrastructure at the seabed.
The proposed action is approximately 331 kilometres northeast of the Ningaloo Coast World Heritage property and 681 kilometres northeast of the Shark Bay World Heritage property. These areas are within the environment that may be affected in the event of a worst-case spill.
The decision notice is available at: https://info.nopsema.gov.au/environment_plans/607/show_public
World Heritage Property: 	Shark Bay	 
NOPSEMA Number: 	7213	
Title: 	Cliff Head Field Offshore Operations	
Category: 	Offshore Oil and Gas	

On 27 May 2024, the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA) gave regulatory approval to the five-year update of the Cliff Head Operations Environment Plan from Triangle Energy (Operations) Pty Ltd.
The proposed action is located approximately 20 kilometres south-southwest of Dongara, Western Australia. The proposed action includes an unmanned well head platform, eight well heads (five with electrical submersible pumps and three water injection wells), insulated subsea production pipelines, and a subsea power and communication cable.
The proposed action is approximately 260 kilometres southeast of the Shark Bay World Heritage property.
The decision notice is available at: https://info.nopsema.gov.au/environment_plans/620/show_public 



Approved with Conditions
World Heritage Property: 	Ningaloo Coast	 
EPBC Number: 	2020/8693	
Title: 	Ningaloo Lighthouse Development, 17km north west Exmouth, Western Australia	
Category: 	Commercial Development	


On 16 April 2024, this proposed action was approved with conditions. It will redevelop the existing Ningaloo Lighthouse Holiday Park. The proposed action is located approximately 16 kilometres northwest of Exmouth, Western Australia, towards the northern tip of the Cape Range peninsula. The proposed action occupies an area of approximately 16 hectares, approximately 20 metres from the beach sand dunes.
The proposed action seeks to redevelop the existing accommodation buildings, service building and disused recreational facilities. The new construction will include a new hotel, accommodation units, caravan sites, associated guest and staff facilities, and associated car parking and infrastructure. 
[bookmark: _Hlk163828195]The proposed action is located within the land-based segment of the Ningaloo Marine Park, just outside the Ningaloo Coast World Heritage property. To avoid and minimise impacts on Commonwealth land, World Heritage values and National Heritage values, the Department has imposed conditions on the approval holder. Further details about these conditions are available at: https://epbcpublicportal.awe.gov.au/all-referrals/project-referral-summary/?id=96e87ccf-efa6-ea11-8a09-00505684324c 



Withdrawn
World Heritage Property: 	Wet Tropics of Queensland	
EPBC Number: 	2021/8983	
Title: 	Wooroora Station Wind Farm (formerly Chalumbin Wind Farm), near Ravenshoe	
Category: 	Energy Generation and Supply (renewable)	


This proposed action to develop a wind farm near Ravenshoe, Queensland, was withdrawn on 19 April 2024.

Details are available at: https://epbcpublicportal.awe.gov.au/all-referrals/project-referral-summary/?id=9c09bca6-efd2-eb11-80c6-00505684c137 



Determined not to be a Controlled Action
[bookmark: _Hlk163052229]World Heritage Property: 	Tasmanian Wilderness	
EPBC Number: 	2023/09714	
Title: 	Edgar Dam Strengthening Project, Lake Pedder, Tasmania	
Category: 	Energy Generation and Supply (renewable


The proposed action seeks to strengthen the existing Edgar Dam, located near Strathgordon, Tasmania, to comply with the Australian National Committee on Large Dams guidelines for the safe operation of large dams, and reduce the risk to downstream human populations. The proposed action is located within the Tasmanian Wilderness.
The proposed action includes widening the causeway adjacent to Edgar Dam, concrete face removal, filter and rockfill embankment construction and capping the concrete crest of the dam. 
On 31 May 2024, the proposed action was determined to be not a Controlled Action, provided it is taken in a particular manner, which includes measures to avoid significant impacts on the World Heritage property, among other conditions.
The decision notice is available at: https://epbcpublicportal.awe.gov.au/all-referrals/project-referral-summary/?id=f0158d37-1688-ee11-be36-000d3a794f17 
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